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Welcome Back!
OUR FIRST INVESTITURE FOR TWO YEARS LOOMS

I

t will have been two full years by the time that we (hopefully) have our next investiture and much has
changed in all of our lives since we last welcomed new Knights and Dames to the Order at Enfield in
November 2019. Two years of being denied the fellowship of our gatherings.

So, what will become of our Order in the post-pandemic world? Will we survive to instruct another generation in
the values of faith, hope, and charity? Will the practice of fortitude, prudence, and justice be lost on the youth
that grows into manhood to be husbands, fathers, mentors, and leaders in the world? Upon whose shoulders do
the answers and solutions to these issues fall?
I suggest that they fall on you! You, the individual
Chevalier or Dame. For it is the dedication to this
code of moral conduct to which we freely subscribe
that points the way to the preservation of our
beloved Order. Each of us must confirm our
commitment to preserving that which was given us
by our forefathers. Those who suffered through the
perils of civil war, economic collapse, world wars,
and society’s indifference to the collective good still
persevered to maintain and strengthen our Order.
Can we do any less?
What then is required of you? First and foremost,
continue your membership in our Order. If we lose our members in these trying times, the critical mass
necessary to be a compelling voice for good is lost. If we cannot maintain our meetings and communicate with
our members, our status as an institution is lost. If we do not have members to embody the work and teach our
valuable lessons, then the reason to exist is lost.
As our teachings set forth the concept that we are responsible for ourselves, our family, our community, our
nation, our fellow Chevaliers and Dames, and mankind, it is into your hands and heart that the future of our
Order is placed. Is now the time to stand up for what is right, what is good, and Holy? Or is it time to quietly
fade away into insignificance? The choice is entirely yours.
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VENUE IDEAS?
The Grand Priory of England
holds religious services twice a
year at which new members are
invested and for this we need
access to established churches.
We have been very fortunate in
the past to use several churches
and cathedrals, including a number
in the City of London. These
include the following: St. Vedastalias-Foster, All Hallows by the
Tower, St. Andrews by the
Wardrobe, St. Stephen Walbrook,
St. Etheldreda’s at Ely Place,
Rochester Cathedral and we also
had Chester Cathedral booked for
our last event which we were
forced to cancel due to Covid
restrictions.
While maintaining good relations
with the churches we have already
used, we are now seeking new
churches which we have not yet
used and which will enable
members in various parts of the
country to more easily attend our
events rather than having to travel
the length and breadth of the
country.
We have recently identified two
organisations which protect and
maintain old and redundant
churches and they would seem to
be an excellent cause to support.
They are The Churches
Conservation Trust, and Friends
of Friendless Churches.
If any member has any contact
with these organisations or who
knows anyone involved with them
we would be very pleased to hear
from you. Our ultimate aim is to
have our very own church or
chapel building, but that is a very
long way off.
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From the Grand Prior’s Desk...

W

here to begin? For the past several years when I have settled-down to write my epistle for the
Newsletter, I have concentrated on what we have achieved during the previous year; how
many new members we have welcomed, what new appointments or promotions have been
made and finally, a look forward to the forthcoming year with a list of planned formal, informal and social
events. Sadly, you will I am sure appreciate that I cannot do some of that on this occasion as we have been
in lockdown along with the rest of the world since 23 March 2020, with a few brief periods of premature
release.
That said, even though the Order may be in extended ‘Winter Quarters’ Chapter continues to operate on
an as-needed basis and I communicate with them from time to time, asking questions, seeking advice or
presenting ideas for their consideration, as well as discussing new member applications.
Another group with whom I maintain even more regular communication is The Magisterium. This is a
‘think-tank’ comprising a small number of essential officers who generally pull the strings on my behalf
and these include the Grand Secretary, the Grand Treasurer and the Grand Seneschal and through these
members almost all information is promulgated to Chapter and then to the membership at large.
An organisation such as ours depends upon the goodwill of the
membership, including their assistance in management, and
offering skills which may be of benefit to the Grand Priory of
England or the Order in general. Those who are identified with
specific skills or abilities may be appointed to an office where
those skills are put to best use or promoted to give them the
authority to manage their area of responsibility, however, we can
only have a certain number of office-holders before the
management structure becomes too large and unwieldy. For those
who may not know our structure, the following may assist:
The Order is a world-wide organisation with members in almost
every country and we are headed by a Grand Master, His
Excellency The Chevalier Gerard Willery who has his
Headquarters in Paris. Each national identity (country) is known
as a Jurisdiction and depending upon numbers may comprise a
Bailiwick, a Priory, a Magistral Priory or a Grand Priory.
In England we have a Grand Priory which is sub-divided into
Commanderies, those being the Commandery of the North and
the Commandery of the South and each of those is administered
by a Knight Commander but within those Commanderies is a further administrative level which are called
Preceptories. There can be several Preceptories within a Commandery and they number from three to five
local members to a maximum of ten local members. A Preceptory is administered by a Preceptor whose
task is to advise, inform and where possible, train new members; to instruct them in our rank structure,
forms of dress and ceremonial but it is understood that not all members have a wide knowledge and so a
Preceptor can always call upon any member of Chapter for advice and guidance.
Chapter is the governing body of the Order in England, pretty much like a Board of Directors and
comprises specially selected senior officers who act as advisors to the Grand Prior, each of whom hold an
essential office. These include, but are not limited to the Grand Secretary, the Grand Treasurer, the Grand
Marshal and others, covering a wide spectrum of responsibilities.
Due to the nature of their responsibilities, tasks and roles, Chapter members tend to remain in office for
many years, but it is recognised that this may stifle promotion and upward movement of the membership
which in turn may cause stagnation which is of no value to any organisation. Also, as Chapter members
become older or in some cases unable to carry out their task due to work, illness or other reasons, their
posts do become vacant and need to be filled.
So, how do we select members to be elevated to office?
You will appreciate that as we meet infrequently it is not possible in the short time we have together to
evaluate who may be useful or worthy of consideration for office and so those who are selected have
generally been noticed by their actions. For instance, on several occasions over the space of about a year
on every occasion when we met, one particular new member volunteered his services in carrying heavy
ceremonial equipment from overloaded cars to the church and then back again after the ceremony, usually
making several heavily-laden journeys. This was greatly appreciated and although he did not gain
immediate promotion, it did put him onto my ‘Watch list’ for prospective promotion at a later date. Why?
Because he showed initiative and enthusiasm and when a position became available he was in prime
position to be offered the post of Steward and he made such a good job of that role that he was quickly
elevated to higher roles.
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Another example includes another new member (at the time) who overheard a conversation where I stated that we needed a particular piece of
ceremonial equipment which we could not find anywhere and would have to be custom-made to our requirements. I had no idea whatsoever that the
member concerned had any skills but at our next event he produced exactly the item required, to the precise specifications, which he had made himself
and at his own expense. That item was a Sword Block and once again, initiative was recognised and rewarded and that member now has a significant role
in the Order in England.
Finally, my own promotion and appointment: When I first joined the Order as a very new member we had two Priories, those being the Priory of the
North and the Priory of the South, each administered by very elderly Priors who so disliked each other that they would not even communicate. There
were very few members, all of whom were in advanced years, having been friends and comrades in World War Two and they had somehow clung-on to
keep the Priories going, but they were in decline.
I was a member of the Priory of the South, where I quickly noted that the Prior did all the administration himself as he did not have anyone to assist him
and he wrote all communications on an old-fashioned typewriter which not only did not look very professional but it also took forever for information to
be circulated by snail-mail and then for responses to be returned. Without any thought of promotion, I offered my services as I had a computer and this
was gratefully accepted by the Prior, who appointed me as secretary, where I gained unexpected although necessary benefits such as access to the
complete mailing list of both Priories, North and South and using this I wrote to all members in both areas simply to introduce myself. This resulted in
several responses to me praising my efforts and asking me to unite the Priories, which of course I could not do as I had no rank or authority. The very
elderly Prior of the North then wrote to me asking if I would accept his role and take-over as Prior but of course I could not do that either for obvious
reasons, not least the fact that I did not live in his area and also because all other members were many years my senior, being World War Two veterans
and I was the new boy on the block.
Due to my new position as secretary I was invited to Chapter meetings to take notes and write up the minutes and on one such meeting it transpired that
we were broke. The bank account was as empty as Old Mother Hubbard’s cupboard but the Chaplain, (who was also the Treasurer) assured the meeting
that all would be well as he had used the last few pounds we had in the bank to purchase two-dozen Templar ties for resale which would bring us a profit
and he then produced the most awful, garish, kipper-ties with a massive Achievement of Arms emblazoned in the centre. They were appalling and I
wasted no time in telling him so in words of one syllable and also that he had squandered the money without any thought for the membership.
Unfortunately, I spoke rather loudly, rather aggressively and with considerably less respect than the Chaplain/Treasurer had been used to and when I had
finished berating him I became suddenly aware that the room was silent, and ten very senior elderly gentlemen were looking at me, stony-faced and with
a slightly shocked expression on their faces. When the meeting ended, the Marshal, an ex-Grenadier Guards Sergeant Major approached me and asked if
he could have a word with me in private. “This is it” I thought to myself, “I am in deep trouble”. He took me to a side room and asked why I had spoken
to the Chaplain so aggressively and I explained that I was very annoyed with his total lack of control of the account and that he had wasted what little was
left on an awful and unsaleable item. The Marshal hesitated for a few moments and pursed his lips, considering what to say next and then he said “Well
done! You said what we all wanted to say but were reluctant to do so. How do you fancy a new job”? He then went on to explain that as a Dunkirk
Veteran he had been Marshal for over twenty years and was tired but that until now there was no-one else with a suitable background who could take on
the role and would I like to accept it?
I was stunned but as you may assume, I jumped at the chance and so I became Marshal as well as Secretary and with this new-found status I set about
reuniting both of the Priories (North and South) and I recruited several new and much younger members including three from Wales, where there was
no Priory at the time. Both of the old Priors then stood down, amicably and I convened an election for a replacement which resulted in James Mangan
being elected as Prior of the newly united Priory of England, having dissolved the old and pretty-well redundant Priories of the North and South. I then
arranged for an installation ceremony in St Vedast Church in the City of London followed by a celebratory banquet in Saddlers Hall, which is almost
adjacent to the church and I invited the Grand Master to attend. Also in attendance were Priors and Grand Priors of other Orders, including the
Teutonic Order, Masters of Livery Companies and the immediate past Lord Mayor of the City of London, Sir Clive Martin.
The entire event was a magnificent affair, which was made even more enjoyable when the Grand Master declared that we were now the Grand Priory of
England and Wales and appointed me as Grand Marshal, a most unexpected honour.
It is fully understood that not everyone seeks promotion or office and that many do not have the time to dedicate to such office, but if any member is
interested in moving forward and assisting in the management of the Order in England, then the way to do it is to make yourself known and offer
whatever skills you may have.
Wales: Some years ago, the Grand Priory of England assisted in the formation of the Priory of Wales which was quickly elevated to become the Grand
Priory of Wales and we worked closely together for several years. About three years ago, the Grand Prior of Wales, Chevalier Brian Ansen sadly passed
away unexpectedly and at a young age and the Grand Priory disintegrated under new management. I have now been tasked by the Grand Master to
rebuild in Wales which will be no easy task and so I am now asking the membership if they have any friends, relatives or other connections in Wales to
work towards recruitment there so that we may fulfil the Grand Master’s expectations. I, along with Chapter will do all the administration and all the
ground-work. All we need is for you to provide the new members. Even three or four would do to commence rebuilding.
Locations of our Priories and Grand Priories world-wide:
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brasil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Congo, Denmark, Ecuador, England, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Italy, Macedonia, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Scandinavia, Scotland, Serbia,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Uruguay, USA, Venezuela, Wales,
New Priories or Grand Priories forming:
Bolivia, Czech Republic, Cuba, Croatia, Georgia, Indonesia, Latvia, Malta, Moldovia, Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia.

Members are reminded that wherever possible our annual investitures are scheduled for weekend closest to
24th May each year (the anniversary of the death of Hugues de Payen, our first Grand Master) and the weekend
immediately after the 13th October (Templar Remembrance Day) to facilitate planning and to maximise attendance.
PLEASE TRY TO KEEP THESE WEEKENDS FREE OF OTHER COMMITMENTS!

Non Nobis Domine

3

Did the Templars
discover America?
This is a relatively new claim that
suggests that during their
persecution, the last of the
Templars fled to Scotland in the
mid- to late-1300s. After founding
the clan St Clair whose ancestors
built Rosslyn Chapel in 1446 and
who remain its owners to this day,
they met two brothers and expert
sailors from Venice called Zeno.

Travels with Lilibeth
Dame Lilibeth Solajes has been to the Holy Land

D

ame Lilibeth Sojales has returned from a trip to the Eastern Mediterranean, which took in
Templar sites in Rhodes, Cyprus, Acre (now Akko), Caesarea and Jerusalem in January
2020 before the first lockdown.

Dame Lilibeth donned her mantle and neck cross for the photographs in the 12th Century Knights'
Halls of the Crusader Fortress in Acre and in Jerusalem, looking across the valley from the Mount of
Olives to the Golden Dome of the Rock and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
In Israel, she had a first class Christian guide, Tareq Harawi, who took her round not only the Crusader sites but also many of the major New Testament sites in Galilee and Judea. If anyone were
interested in a similar tour she would be happy to put you in touch with him.

As the Order’s new Grand
Masters, the Sinclairs (Templars)
wanted to find new land to set up
a Templar government so with
the Zeno brothers’ water-based
mastery and Templar cash and
treasure, they are supposed to
have headed west to the New
World in 1398. A document
known as the Zeno Manuscript,
subsequently dated to the late
1550s and published
anonymously, shows a map of
Nova Scotia (New Scotland) with
a crowned knight, and further
‘evidence’ of their pre-Columbus
landing includes the Newport
Tower in Rhode Island.
When this attempt at colonisation
failed, they decided to bury the
treasure – said to include the Holy
Grail (whatever that may be), the
Ark of the Covenant, Marie
Antoinette’s jewels,
Shakespearean manuscripts
proving the Bard’s work was
written by Francis Bacon and
various important masonic and
religious artefacts including a
piece of wood from the Cross of
Christ – in a complex Money Pit
on Oak Island in Nova Scotia
instead of risking it on the journey
back east.
Some say it’s still there…
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Is Friday the Thirteenth a Templar ‘myth’?
Barbara Maranzani explores the legend

F

ounded around 1118 as a monastic military order devoted to the protection of pilgrims travelling to the Holy Land following the
Christian capture of Jerusalem during the First Crusade, the Knights Templar quickly became one of the wealthiest and most
influential groups of the Middle Ages, thanks to lavish donations from the crowned heads of Europe, eager to curry favour with the

fierce Knights. By the turn of the 14th century, the Templars had established a system of castles, churches and banks throughout Western
Europe. And it was this astonishing wealth that would lead to their downfall.
For the Templars, that end began in the early morning hours of Friday, October 13, 1307.
A month earlier, secret documents had been sent by couriers throughout France. The papers included lurid details and whispers of black

magic and scandalous sexual rituals. They were sent by King Philip IV of
France, an avaricious monarch who in the preceding years had launched attacks
on the Lombards (a powerful banking group) and France’s Jews (who he had
expelled so he could confiscate their property for his depleted coffers).
In the days and weeks that followed that fateful Friday, more than 600 Templars
were arrested, including Grand Master Jacques de Molay and the Order’s
treasurer. But while some of the highest-ranking members were caught up in
Philip’s net, so too were hundreds of non-warriors, middle-aged men who
managed the day-to-day banking and farming activities that kept the
organization humming. The men were charged with a wide array of offences,

including heresy, devil worship and spitting on the cross, homosexuality, fraud
and financial corruption.
The Templars were kept in isolation and fed meagre rations that often
amounted to just bread and water. Nearly all were brutally tortured. One
common practice used by medieval inquisitors was the “strappado,” in which
the hands of the accused are tied behind their backs and then suspended in the
air by a rope around their wrists, intended to dislocate the shoulders. It is said
that one of the accused’s hands were tied so tightly that blood pooled in his
fingertips, and he was kept in a pit no wider than a single footstep. Many of the
men were likely stretched on the infamous rack or had their feet dipped in oil

and held over a fire to burn. Given the extreme conditions, it’s not surprising that hundreds of Templars confessed to false charges within
weeks, including Jacques de Molay.
Pope Clement V was horrified. Even though he’d been elected almost solely because of Philip’s influence, he feared crossing the extremely
popular Templars. The Knight’s coerced “confessions,” however, forced his hands. Philip, who had anticipated Clement’s reaction, made sure
the allegations against the Templars included detailed descriptions of their supposed heresy, counting on the gossipy, salacious accounts to
carry much weight with the Church. Clement issued a papal bull ordering the Western kings to arrest Templars living in their lands. Few
followed the papal request, but the fate of the French Templars had already been sealed. Their lands and money were confiscated and
officially dispersed to another religious order, the Hospitallers (although greedy, Philip did get his hands on some of the cash he’d coveted).
Within weeks of their confessions, many Templars recanted, and Clement shut down the inquisition trials in early 1308. The Templars
lingered in their cells for two years before Philip had more than 50 of them burned at the stake in 1310. Two years later, Clement formally
dissolved the Order (though he did so without saying they’d been guilty as charged). In the wake of that dissolution, some Templars again
confessed to gain their freedom, while others died in captivity.
In the spring of 1314, Grand Master Molay and several other Templars were burned at the stake in Paris, bringing an end to their remarkable
era and launching an even longer-lasting theory about the evil possibilities of Friday the 13th.
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LIFE AFTER COVID
by Chev. Mike Shepherd
During April, there were some posts on the
Street’s group WhatsApp, set up at the start of
lockdown, about companies locally looking
for suitable people to recruit. I resigned from
being the MD of my financial Services
company in March 2020 and have been on
sabbatical since. It was time to be creative
about getting back into work of some sort. I
put a message on WhatsApp group saying that
if we are putting that sort of thing on here
then I am looking for work. I made it clear
that I didn’t want office work, but if anyone
knew of a company that is looking for a
builder’s lacky, pressure washer or just
anything simple on a part time basis then
please let them and me know. I immediately
had a reply saying that if I am looking for
work then they needed some odd jobs doing.
I then received a private message from a
neighbour, Julia, saying that people had been
talking behind my back, in a nice way, and
wishing that I would offer my services to the
street as they had seen a lot of the work that I
had done on the house and were impressed.
Julia said that there are “a lot of wrinklies” and
others on the street who need things doing
and they didn’t like asking for favours or
offending me by asking if they could pay me.
They were desperate to have things done, but
on a commercial basis.
I tentatively put a message out on the group
saying that this had been suggested and that I
was happy to do most things for a set hourly
rate. I was buried in replies! Lots of people
saying that they weren’t old, just either
couldn’t be bothered or didn’t have the skills /
tools as well as those who were old and infirm.
I have had to keep a spreadsheet of it all and
now have a waiting list. I have put a new roof
on a shed, pressure washed patios, sorted a
leaking pipe under a bath, put down a small
patio, gravelled an area and completed a few
lists of things that various neighbours are
building up. The rush has passed, but I still
have a list of jobs to do and more turn up now
and then.
It is ideal as it is extremely local and varied
work. I also get to choose what I do and don’t
do as well as what hours I do. I have made it
very clear that this is part time and they have
to wait for space in my diary, which they all
understand and are happy so to do. It doesn’t
earn me megabucks but brings in a little extra
and gives me something to build and feel that
I am not just existing.
After the first month it was clear that my
exiting tools were not suitable. Having to daisy
chain extension leads to get up a neighbour’s
the garden is not safe etc. so I have spent
most of what I earned in my first month on a
battery powered drill, screwdriver and circular
saw set. The next job I did was the day after
the purchase, making a bespoke shed, where I
used all the tools and it made a massive
difference.
It is nice to have a purpose again and to help
out in the street. My company vehicle is my
trusty wheelbarrow and my longest commute
is 30 seconds. My only difficulty is persuading
my dog that she can’t come with me!
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Inspirational Thoughts
by Chev. Michael Fisher—Commander of the North

A

s will almost be the case when we re-emerge from this global pandemic, these last two years have
some distant similarities with our infamous and wrongdoing to the Order on Friday the 13 th, in
the fact that we have been isolated,
curtailed, and prevented from our daily
routines. We have been restricted and placed
in a position of mostly incommunicado. In
this time, we have lost some very senior and
dedicated members of the Order. But we are
still here as before the weight of pressure has
not crushed us or lessened our desire to carry
on, and it seems that with the burgeoning
number of postulants awaiting their
investiture, we are stronger, more determined,
and more organised to “Stay the course”.
Even with all the disruption and restrictions,
we are now finding that our Order still has
the ability to draw those who are like-minded
to its ranks. Without a doubt, I believe that
this year will be our year of the phoenix; we
will rise bigger, better, and stronger, our new members will breathe new and active life encouraged and
guided by the long-standing and experienced Officers, Knights and Dames.
With this in mind, I firmly believe that interaction in the periods between the investitures is essential and
through this, we can guide our new members and then as an Order is more effective, we can pursue more
charitable causes and be a more significant presence in our communities and in doing so promote the
Order in its best light. As the shackles are released, we can meet more regularly within our area
commanderies and enhance the bonds formed in our investitures. This is the time when we realise the
solidarity and fabric of the Order. This feeling should be fed and nurtured to ensure that we stand on
solid ground for the next 900 years; the work in the background has continued throughout the pandemic,
without which we would not have the brighter future to look forward to. Our thanks go out to those who
have been involved.
There are always new facts for you to learn for those who are joining us shortly, and our history is
shrouded in enigma. So here are few factoids for you to understand that the Knights Templar has and will
in the future make an impact on society.
The invention of the formal banking and cheque system was invented by the Templars. By providing a
token or written promise note to the bearer which was coded so that it could not be used by others if lost
or stolen, (The promise to pay the bearer is still on our Stirling notes today)

•

The wealth and power of the Order were demonstrated as they owned Cyprus amongst their
estates.

•

Pope Innocent II declared that besides the Pope, the Templars we above all laws, which gave
them power in all countries in which they held priories.

•

On Friday the 13th October, when the arrest warrants were performed, many Templars were
identified not by their Mantles but because they had full and flowing beards!

•

The fighting prowess of the Templars is enhanced when although the numbers of the Order
was high for the time, only 10% of the total number of the Order were Knights the other
members were supporting and or administration roles. Such rallying calls as “No Surrender”
was paramount to the Templars and made them the most feared and influential of all Orders of
the time.

•

The vast portion of the wealth of the Templars came not from conquering countries or pillage
but from a form of donation now popular with charities where a person gifted them land and
money in their wills. Such was the belief of the Knights, who were the Popes’ own army, that
they believed they would receive a favourable dispensation when they arrived at the pearly gates.

•

Many still believe that Henry Sinclair found America 100 years before Columbus did in 1492.

I firmly believe that we should examine our history at every meeting or occasion and the legends
surrounding the Knights Templar. This will keep the belief alive and encourage our growth.

Non Nobis Domine

England’s Musical Shakespeare
Chev Stuart Millson gives a glimpse into the life of Henry Purcell

H

enry Purcell (1659-95) is forever associated with the birth of opera (or masques) in England – works such
as King Arthur and The Fairy Queen – the creation of semi-operatic scenic cantatas, like his music for The Tempest, and with expansive works
for church and state, especially his odes for William and Mary and their ‘Glorious Revolution’ – and, later, funeral music of intense
mourning for Queen Mary. Not all artists or musicians are celebrated in their lifetime, but
Purcell was recognised as a great composer, ascending to the heights of achievement for his
time – a reputation which enhanced the career of his younger brother, Daniel – also a
composer. But it is in our own world that Purcell has truly come into his own: an unending
stream of recordings, often in period-instrument form, from some of the greatest interpreters
of baroque music, such as Sir John Eliot Gardiner and William Christie. For Denis Arnold,
the renowned General Editor of The New Oxford Companion to Music, Purcell warranted not
just a few paragraphs and a portrait, but three pages of musical description and discussion –
another impressive measure of the man.
Purcell was the second of four brothers and followed an early career as a young chorister in
the Chapel Royal of Charles II, enjoying the early Restoration flowering of art and music. By
1673, his angelic voice was no more, but his musical talents had made such an impression
that he was appointed as the custodian of the King’s collection of instruments. He also
became a composer-in-residence at Westminster Abbey, going on to succeed the great John
Blow as organist.
Composers such as William Lawes wrote very much for the delight or diversion of the Stuart
court; just half-a-century later, ‘serious’ music had emerged as a force to be reckoned with,
especially in the theatre – as a form of art increasingly enjoyed by the wider society, with provocative political allegory never far from the surface. A
perfect example is King Arthur (1691), with its libretto by John Dryden, which goes far beyond the boundaries of any conventional theatrical format –
the story of the mythical warrior-king of the Britons, but with overtones of the contemporary struggle between the cause of James II (the rightful heir
– but a Catholic) and the triumph of the Protestant succession, in the form of William of Orange. With its famous, ethereal patriotic air, ‘Fairest Isle’
– a slow, contemplative song sometimes extracted from the score and performed as a piece in its own right – Purcell emerges as a ‘composerlaureate’, long before the era of the national-composers of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, with their oratorios of ‘Blood and State’ (Parry) or
‘Banners of St. George’ (Elgar).
Purcell’s English mysticism is something we tend to associate with musicians of an epoch much closer to our own, such as Vaughan Williams with
his Flos Campi or Five Mystical Songs, and Holst’s unchanging, unforgiving Wessex landscape of Egdon Heath. Purcell brings us into a markedly
supernatural country, of charms and prophecies, and the extraordinary
presence of a ghostly character, the ‘Cold Genius’ – a singing spirit of frost, ice
and wasteland, brought to stuttering life by a shivering bass singer,
accompanied in a curious pre-echo of 20th-century music by the icy, scratchy,
toneless, guttural bowing of string instruments. Purcell was ahead of his time
in other ways too –with the rumble of wind and thunder machines
in The Tempest, and waves of scurrying strings suggesting a rushing tide about
to break across the land – a scene straight from Benjamin Britten’s 1945
Suffolk opera, Peter Grimes (credited as the first great English opera since
Purcell).
As a concertgoer or buyer of recordings, it is worth remembering your first
experience of a particular work – and often more fun to replay that memory
(or vinyl disc) and compare it to the many other versions which have
Jan van Kessel, ‘Personification of Music’
proliferated in the intervening years. I first encountered Purcell’s Chaconne on a
record-buying expedition in 1981, the work appearing on a Decca LP collection entitled ‘English Music for Strings’ – a 1968 recording made at Snape
Maltings, with Benjamin Britten conducting the English Chamber Orchestra.
The Chaconne, or ‘Chacony’ as it is sometimes written, is an old dance-form, made up of variations (in Purcell’s piece, 18 in number) which flow
effortlessly into one another, and founded upon what musicians know as a ground-bass theme (the deeper, more sonorous theme or tune that seems
to underpin or “anchor” the whole work). Britten, a great admirer of Purcell, and of older English music generally, was immediately attracted to the
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England’s Musical Shakespeare

(Continued)

gently-noble, faintly melancholic melody of the Chaconne, which had been preserved in a collection of Purcell manuscripts, stored in the British
Museum.
Even with Britten’s modern string instrumentation and the rich reverberation it creates, we are transported in the first moments of the work to an
England of 300 years ago – of lute- and viol-playing ‘people of quality’ at courts and country houses, of misty deer parks and an adjoining
countryside of ancient steadings – and yet, despite the clear antiquity of the style, there is a universal essence to this music (very much like Bach) which
somehow defies time. Readers may also enjoy the more authentic version of the Chaconne, performed by Canada’s Aradia Baroque Ensemble, which
appears on the Naxos label, an interpretation that brings us the delicate, glassy, crystal feel of authentic baroque-era strings. The CD catalogues and
Youtube brim with Purcell recordings.
This remarkable man, in charge of England’s musical formalities, was also fond of the occasional joke: listen, for example, to
his Ode for the Birthday of Queen Mary – Come Ye Sons of Art – to the section entitled, ‘Sound the trumpet’ and the line, “… the listening shores…”
Something to do with all England listening for the word of its monarch, perhaps? Or a joke at the expense of trumpet-players, with the surname
Shore – who had nothing to do in that particular section!
© STUART MILLSON is a Contributing Editor to the Brazen Head

Templar Fayre
COULD YOU EAT LIKE A
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR?
The diet of the Templars is
outlined in the ‘The Primitive Rules
of the Templars’, a rule book of sorts
written by the Knights Templar
themselves.

LAMB OR MUTTON STEW
Mounchelet. Take veel other Motown and smyte it to gobettes. Seeth it in a gode broth; cast thereto
erbes yhewe god won, and quantite of oynouns minced, powder fort and safrown, and alye it with ayren
and various: but let it not seeth after.
900g / 2lb boneless stewing mutton or lamb (veal can also be used)
425ml / 15 fl oz Chicken stock

In the Middle Ages, the European
continent was almost entirely
Catholic.

Meat was not to be eaten on
Wednesday, Friday or Saturday,
along with the numerous holy days
(or holidays as they would later be
known) and saint’s days, as well as
Lent. This meant that the average
person in the Middle Ages could
eat meat no more than half the
year at best, depending on the
exact time period. Many ate meat
far less than that, with only the
nobility indulging in meat-eating
regularly.
So, the Knights Templar ate meat
about as much as every other
Medieval person because of their
Catholic faith.
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2 medium onions, peeled and finely chopped
1 tablespoon of chopped parsley

½ - 1 teaspoon each of fresh rosemary leaves, thyme leaves, savory or marjoram leaves,
bruised in a mill (less if using dried herbs)
Salt to taste
225ml / 8 fl oz white wine
2 tablespoons of lemon juice
Cut the meat into 5cm / 2-inch cubes.
Put the stock into a stewpan and bring to the boil. Add meat and bring back to the boil.
Skim if required, then add the prepared onions, herbs, spices, salt and wine.
Reduce the heat, cover the pan and cook gently until the meat cubes are cooked through
and tender (1-1½ hours).
Beat the eggs with the lemon juice until blended, then take the pan off the heat and stir
in the egg mixture gradually to thicken the stew.
Do not reboil.
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© Chev. Dr Robert Webber , 2021

Across
1
5
9
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Down

Civil arch made to do with gallant deeds (9)
Andalucian tonsorial artists? (7)
A newer name for an existing thing to differentiate (8)
Of high principles and standing (5)
Off the cuff (2,3)
A confusing present for an ophidiophobe (7)
Slight pause in a machine’s motion (14)
Subunit of Germany’s pre-euro currency (7)
Rummaging in a barrel? (7)
The larvae of a beetle (4)
Before being bankrupt, company had money to burn (7)
Narrative poem of heroic deeds (4)
Radically, as far away as possible (7)
Home of the Azadi Tower (6)
Specialist farrier (9)
Greeting with stirred smetana (7)
He's Lance's odd major-domo (9)

1
2
3
4
6
7
8
10
17
18
19
22
23
25
26
28

Recently discovered parchment in Rome (6)
Line on map confuses Boris first of all (6)
Uncommon (4)
Refer to an authority to justify argument (4)
Old foxy name (7)
Biblical ear of grain (10)
Revolting agricultural labourer (7)
To speak with pomposity (5)
Beware this Japanese delicacy (4)
Celebrating a half-century (8)
Wren again performing on a grand scale (9)
Italian legalised coffee seller (7)
Low relief when carving out a bit part (5)
Smallest unit of English governance (6)
Roman Magistrate (6)
Mythological twin of Romulus (5)
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OSMTH ENGLAND
WHO’S WHO
for the benefit of our new members, the
Officers of our Order are as follows:
(*) Denotes Chapter Member
GRAND PRIOR *
H.E. Chev. P Grant
GRAND SECRETARY *
Chev. Dr. R Webber
GRAND SENESCHAL *
Chev. Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL
GRAND TREASURER *
Chev. I Bates
GRAND CONSTABLE *
Chev. D Gill
GRAND MARSHAL *
Chev. P Tredgett
GRAND CHAPLAIN
vacant
MASTER-AT-ARMS *
Chev. M Hunt
COMMANDER OF THE NORTH *
Chev. M Fisher

COMMANDER OF THE SOUTH *
Chev. Warren Cruickshank
CHAIR OF THE LADIES CTTEE
Dame Tina Walford-Stretton
STEWARDS
Chev. Troy Close, Chev. Nicolai Webber

Holy Trinity Church, Rothwell

T

he earliest parts of Holy Trinity Church date back to the early part of the 12th century during the
reign of Henry I by Earl Roger of Clare, a close relative of the royal family. Soon after it came into
the possession of the wealthy
Augustinian abbey of Cirencester. The church
benefited greatly from this and most of the
present building was completed in the 13th
century. It was greatly extended from the
original Norman building. It is said that it was
almost doubled in length, had transepts added
and a great central tower.
In the 14th century a fine eastward extension
as built to form a lofty sanctuary.
Around 1530, a spire was added to the west tower. The church was much larger then than it is today and it
was then that the church must have looked at its best.
With the dissolution of the monasteries, among them Cirencester, came a decline in the fortunes of Holy
Trinity. In 1570 it was described as being 'like a dovecote', that is full of holes! Then in 1660 , the spire was
struck by lightning and crashed down ruining the north aisle.
In 1673, as the vast building could no longer be maintained, the decision was made to demolish the north and
south transepts to save the cost of rebuilding. Another blow came in 1750 when an earthquake struck and
severe damage was done. This damage must
have gone largely unrepaired as in 1819 it was
reported that 'the church had fallen into such
a state of dilapidation that not only unfitted it
for the decent celebration of public worship
but likewise threatened it's entire destruction'.
It's sole purpose was to house the towns
primitive fire engine. Later in 1893 the church
was described as a disgrace.

MAGISTERIUM

Just over a hundred years ago there was a
tremendous rescue effort costing £1200
(around £1M today) was undertaken by the parish without any outside help. The building you see today is a
fine tribute to their efforts.

Chair:
Grand Prior

Further large scale restoration was done in the 1960's and the 1980's. Much has been achieved in the past, but
much still remains to be done if we are to pass on to future generations their unique heritage.

Members:
Grand Secretary
Grand Seneschal
Grand Treasurer
In the absence of the Grand Prior, the Grand
Secretary will take the chair.

The Grand Priory of England holds two
investiture services each year, that are
fixed as the Saturday immediately after
the 13th October
(Templar Remembrance Day)
each year and the Saturday closest to 24th
May each year, being the anniversary of
the death of Hugues de Payen, our first
Grand Master.
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October Registration Link: https://www.knightstemplar-england.org.uk/kettering.htm

Planning for the future

C

oronavirus has blighted all of our lives and is likely to continue doing so in the years ahead, so we
will, almost certainly, have to modify our ritual and procedures to be Covid compliant. Naturally, we
hope that these changes will be minimal and that members new and old will still experience the
wonder of being invested in a chivalric order.
One of the changes that we envisage will be necessary is the continued use of facemasks for indoor
gatherings, and to that end, we shall shortly be sending all members and postulants a complimentary Knights
Templar face mask, which we hope you will bring to the investiture in October so that we look uniformly
smart. Additional facemasks will be available for partners at cost.

We must also plan for an AGM in 2022, which may be held at either our May or October investiture,
or as directed by the Grand Prior.

For details of our Order, please visit our website: www.knightstemplar-england.org.uk
Or contact our Secretary at: secretary@knightstemplar-england.org.uk
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