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Grand Prior’s Message to the Troops:
Dear Fellow Templars,

W

here do I begin? 2020 did not start well for us, with our
first social event having to be cancelled due to lack of support. This was a huge disappointment as The Preceptor of
the Sword, Chevalier Alan Warman had carried out a great deal of
work on our behalf to obtain the magnificent facilities of the RAF Club
in London, based on previous confirmation that many members were
keen to support this venture. Menus had been selected and prices had
been agreed, wines chosen, seating-plans were underway and considerable correspondence had been
generated between the RAF Club and myself and so it was an embarrassment to have to cancel when it
was found that very few members were actually going to attend, however, very soon after this we were
hit with Coronavirus which has prevented all activity for several months and we do not see an end in
sight.
This, then meant the cancellation of a book launch to which we had been invited in London, for a book
entitled ‘Faith in the City’ in which we were mentioned and included photographs of one of our events
and also meant the cancellation of our investitures and dinner planned for the weekend of May 15th to
17th at Wellingborough.
It is now July and there is still no sign of the major restrictions being lifted, including the wearing of
PPE and social distancing, which makes forward-planning extremely difficult indeed.
On the plus-side, we have a good number of Postulants who have submitted application forms and are
awaiting investiture and an equal number of enquiries generated by our web-site and I am in regular
communication with Chapter as essential administration continues behind the scenes no matter what
physical or social restrictions have been imposed upon us.
Most recently a virtual Chapter meeting was held by Zoom, at which it was agreed with great regret that
we must also cancel the long-awaited investiture ceremony in Chester Cathedral, which is again due to
Covid-19 regulations on social distancing and wearing of PPE, which makes our ceremonial impossible.
I would like to thank our Grand Chaplain, Reverend Dr Gordon Giles, for his communications with
Chester Cathedral and also Chevalier Michael Fisher for his excellent work in communicating with
and also visiting Chester Cathedral and in organising a hotel for our use, both of which have now been
cancelled.
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News from Wales:

M

any members will recall the assistance which we in the Grand Priory of England gave to
the formation of the Priory of Wales under their (then) Prior Chevalier Brian Ansen. Over
several months we assisted them with services of investiture, officers, flags, banners and
Orders of Service until they were able to run their own administration and in time, they were elevated
to Grand Priory status. We maintained good and friendly relations with them and sent reciprocal invitations to all events. Due to internal reasons which I do not need to explain here, our Grand Chaplain
at that time, Reverend Graham St.John-Willey left the Grand Priory of England and joined the Grand
Priory of Wales. A short while later, Chevalier Brain Ansen passed away suddenly at a very young age
and an election was held at which Reverend Graham was elected as Grand Prior of Wales. Fast forward
two years and Reverend St.John-Willey has now taken Wales out of our Templar organisation, which
is OSMTH-Paris and has joined a group which is not of our Order. They are OSMTJ and are under the
leadership of Brigadier General Ronald S Mangum, US Army (Retired).
I have now been appointed as Ambassadeur Delegue which gives me authority to operate across-borders
on behalf of the Grand Master and tasked with reuniting our few and scattered members in Wales and
rebuilding a new Priory of Wales and I would welcome your assistance in carrying out this momentous
task.

What have you been doing to keep sane during lockdown?

GRAND PRIOR:

A

part from foregoing a haircut for four months by which time my
hair had grown so long that it was well below my collar and curling around my ears so that I looked more like General Custer
than the Grand Prior of England, lockdown has not affected me much
and in fact has given me the luxury of time to concentrate on writing
my autobiography, which has been in the making for several years but
was fragmented. Lockdown gave me the opportunity to link-up several
loose chapters and to expand on that which was already written. Unfortunately, with long-forgotten memories coming to the fore I see many
more chapters emerging almost by the day and with no end in sight and
so it will be a very long time before it is completed, if indeed it ever is completed. It has, however, been
cathartic and I have learned much about myself which I had never considered or even realised before
now; patterns emerging which I had not previously seen and elements of my childhood which I now
see much more clearly. I am writing it principally for my own benefit and also that my family will know
me much better once I have gone, as I doubt if many beyond my immediate family will be interested in
the exploits of a bug-ridden, mosquito-bitten soldier tramping through jungles and swamps, or getting
baked under the desert sun. While there are elements of the OK Corral and even Tom Brown’s Schooldays, there are also highs and lows which have moulded me into the person I now am. Not a read for the
feint-hearted. Some if it scares even me.
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MIKE SHEPHERD

W

hat have I been up to? Well, on the 7th March this year I married a lovely lady by the name
of Carole. In hindsight we felt very lucky that we squeezed the ceremony in just before lock
down. It was a small family affair in the beautiful North Devon area. We then flew off to
South Africa, not at that time knowing that there would be any problems.
We spent an amazing 2 days / nights at Kruger Safari Park and were fortunate enough to see all the
animals that one would wish to see. We then spent 5 days in Cape Town and this is where the first signs
of Covid-19 started to rear their ugly head. A few trips were no longer possible and it was clear that the
place was shutting down of its volition. Unperturbed, it was our honeymoon after all, we pushed on and
started our tour of the Garden Route. We made three more days before it was very clear that we had to
get home and fast. Try as we may, including a day spent at the airport in queues, we were stuck. The last
guest house that we stayed at in Swellendam was kind enough to take us back and we were there for 18
days of lock down. Lock down in SA was far more severe than what was in the UK. There were police
and armed forces on the streets. The only reason you could leave your house was to get food and then
it was only one person and once a day. There was no allowance for exercise and your couldn’t buy booze
or cigarettes. The latter didn’t bother us and we were delighted that our hosts had a good cellar and a
flexible approach to the rules.
The big outcome of being stuck with not a lot to do is that Carole and I discussed my job and how much
I had grown out of it and now found every day extremely stressful. I am now, as a consequence of my
loving new wife, on sabbatical and studying to be a personal trainer, sports massage therapist and nutrition guru. This is a far cry from what I was doing as an IFA and I am greatly enjoying the new challenge.
That said, the study is going very slowly as Carole has taken the opportunity of me being at home “with
nothing to do” to generate a vast list of jobs to “keep me out of trouble”. There is a huge range of jobs and
some of them are really quite significant.Our garden is a typical terrace size and I have now completely
landscaped it, laid a large 25” x 10” patio, moved a large shed, lifted “Council” style slabs and laid tonnes
of crushed slate. I have never been so fit. I am pleased to say that my son helped with the patio.
Out of adversity comes change and light. For us, at least, the current times have shed a light on what we
were doing and made us reflect on life and how we lived it. Our mantra is, as much as possible, live far
more for today and don’t follow the herd doing what you have always done, just because it is what you
have always done. Change is scary, exciting, challenging and rewarding.
I wish you a very enjoyable summer.
–––
WARREN CRUICKSHANK

L

ovely to hear from you, I have an image of you now on a horse wearing a cavalry hat surrounded
by ‘Injuns’ Sword drawn of course. I have to say it has been a very productive few months for
me. At the beginning of furlough I thought it would last about 5 to 6 weeks, as did my wife, a
consequence of this was the job list I was given! The wife being a nurse was on the front line and was
working all the hours under the sun and she was not about to have me sitting on my backside all day
catching up on half finished books.
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Almost every room in the house has now been re-decorated, the conservatory roof has finally been
cleaned and I have organised the attic. Happy wife happy life :)
As a reward for my hard work I was allocated a budget for the garden, a very rare thing believe me. We
had to cancel our holiday to the Maldives and there was a bit of extra cash floating around. So for the
main part of my furlough I took advantage of the fine weather and lay a stone circle patio for al fresco
dining and a new BBQ area, I also had time to build a tree-house for my Granddaughter, using recycled
wood of course. I have attached a couple of photos of the garden, please feel free to use or not, I will not
be offended.
Thank you Paul for the opportunity to reflect on an extraordinary time, It has given me the time to
breath, reflect and re balance my small world.
NND
Warren
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PAUL TREDGETT

T

his COVID19 crisis has caused all my
booked Toastmastered Weddings to be rescheduled into 2021 and my Ladies Festivals cancelled. Fortunately my own Lodge Ladies
Festival was moved to March 2021 and I will continue as Worshipful Master of my Lodge for another year (as I cannot install my successor!) Strangely
I have been trying to promote my Funeral Celebrancy work in my local area, but have not been
required. (Hopefully this is because there are fewer
deaths? Or is this a wake-up call on my abilities!!)
In my Beadle work, two of my three Livery Companies have Furloughed me (on full pay, so I am more
than happy!) My other company, who still pay me an honorarium didn’t. So not surprisingly I was asked
to assist as Beadle for the Worshipful Company of Bowyers Installation Service. This was on Wednesday
8th July. Strangely my other two companies on the same date, wanted me to assist in ceremonies on
ZOOM and wearing my hat!? Fortunately after explaining only God can be omnipresent I didn’t have
to.
So on the day I drove up to the City. The traffic was quite light and I managed to get permission to park
at Saddlers’ Hall. I could have parked at St. Botolph’s Church-without-Bishopsgate on the path alongside, but I was so restricted by the Police as to the time I can arrive and leave, that it was not worth the
trouble.
So I collected the Bowyers Gowns, Beadle’s Mace, Master’s Chain and Warbow from our store at Five
Kings House by Vintners’ Hall and parked up in Saddlers’ Hall. Then I got a Taxi to take me to the
Church. You may wonder that this sounds a trifle mad and OTT, but in the City of London it is not
only difficult to park, but moving equipment is a logistical nightmare!
The St. Botolph-without-Bishopsgate Church had areas taped off like a crime scene, so we could only
move along certain areas. To move away from those areas, it had to be re-sanitised. To the effect that
usually the small service bell was rung just before the organ played. However as it was in another area
(eight feet to the North of us!), we had to use a small hand bell.
It was the easiest Livery ceremony that I had been in. I just escorted the company to the Altar. Placed
my Mace down, collected the Warbow from the Master and sat down in a designated pew in the Choir
stall. The event was filmed and later distributed to all the members. Unfortunately, we could only have a
few attending because of the COVID19 crisis. So on an occasion when we would have a full Church, on
that day we only had nine, to which most of those were in the ceremony and housed in the Choir stalls.
We had hymns and anthems, but this was only sung by a Soprano Soloist upstairs in the gallery above.
Even the National Anthem was not sung. This must be the first since it was written as the Bowyers have
been about since the 14th Century.
Afterwards we had our customary photographs by the Bowyers’ window and for a jolly we had photographs with our masks on. However they were not put on the website.
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We were to dine at the Mercers Restaurant in Threadneedle Street. So I asked the new Master may I
escort him there. He was very happy for me to do so. So appropriately gowned, and with my Beadle
hat and Mace, I escorted them down the street and occasionally shouting, “Make way for the Master
Bowyer”. However few people were about. In fact we arrived at the restaurant a half-an-hour too soon.
One of the Past Masters said that we can’t go in, but he knew of a Wetherspoon Pub nearby to where we
could have a pre-lunch drink. Arriving at the pub as I was opening the door to allow my Badged Master
and the Chaplain (in his robes), I thought there must be a music hall joke about this! I sat down, as it was
my belief that we had to do so to be served and my Master brought me over a pint of beer. That tasted
so good! Then later at the restaurant we were sat in tables of six and enjoyed Pol Roger Champagne and
fine wine accompanying a delightful Lunch with no speeches or taking of wine. My easiest job yet!
I have attached a couple of photographs too. One by the Bowyers window at St Botolph’s Church with
my COVID19 mask. The other with my first pint in a pub since the crisis – feeling very happy!
Hope you are keeping well and now cooler after the rain.
I look forward when things are normal again.
Kindest regards,
NND
+F Paul Tredgett
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MICHAEL FISHER

H

elen and I have been busy volunteering for
the men’s shed at Fleetwood. Helen has
been made the manager of their Charity shop and is tasked with the general running of
the shop financial aspects, re-supply and displays as
well as interviewing volunteers, We went to a Veterans’ Breakfast just down the road from our house
at the local church which was run by both Veterans
and men’s shed which is a charity for mental health
support which as a hub and social center as well as
provides food and furniture for those in need or
who have moved into a home from being homeless.
I was tasked with renovating the shop with a re-use
and recycle ethos so I gathered all the fittings and
wood by hook or crook. The shop was totally unsafe and anyone who had walking or stability issues would
have been in danger. Helen decided on a shabby chic Victorian twist for the fitting out of the shop and the
biggest job was rectifying the electrics and getting the mass of stock out of the shop into a storage unit which
also needed new doors for me to make. The shop except the outside woodwork is finished and ready for action!!! The photos are before, during and after Next week we will start to dress the shop ready for opening. All
the woodwork is made with reused pallets the total cost of the renovation is about £139.00 I will be teaching
woodwork classes for the clients as well as building the workshop. The benches have been built and I have secured new tools from Makita (7 full sets) I have been made the collection and delivery manager for all charity
work for the Hub too so plenty of volunteering in the North West.....
NND
Eddy
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APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS
Grand Prior, Chev. Paul Grant is appointed as Ambassadeur Délègue and as the Grand
Master’s appointed representative he is authorised to work across all borders in the United Kingdom.
THE GRAND PRIOR CONGRATULATES THE FOLLOWING
ON THEIR APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS.
Chev. Sir Robert Worcester is appointed as Seneschal with immediate effect and will
take his place on the Magisterium.
Chev. Warren Cruickshank is appointed as Commander of the South with immediate
effect
Chev. Michael Fisher is appointed as Commander of the North with immediate effect.
Chev. Warren Cruickshank is promoted to Knight Commander with immediate effect.
Chev. Michael Fisher is promoted to Knight Commander with immediate effect.
GP – Afterthought – Note to self: Do NOT let Mrs G see the posts by Chevaliers Mike
Shepherd and Warren Cruickshank or she may get wild and unsustainable ideas of me
doing some DIY about the house. God, in His infinite wisdom did not create Lockdown
just so that I could work on the house, but rather in order to give me the time to relax
and write my book.

STOP PRESS …
It is with the greatest regret that I advise the membership of the departure of two well
respected senior members.
Our Grand Chaplain and Grand Seneschal have both relinquished their posts and have
left the Order, citing pressure of work as their reasons for so doing.
This is completely understandable as Reverend Gordon Giles has recently been promoted
to Canon Chancellor at Rochester Cathedral, a post which has placed far more demands
upon his time than was previously the case and Jonathan Cox as a very busy GP and in
the middle of a pandemic is also under immense pressure. We wish them both well for
the future.
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OSMTH England ~ Officers of the Chapter
for the benefit of our new members, the Chapter of our Order is as follows :
GRAND PRIOR...........................................................................................................H.E. Chev. P Grant
GRAND SECRETARY...............................................................................................Chev. Dr. R Webber
GRAND SENESCHAL................................................................. Chev. Sir Robert Worcester KBE DL
GRAND TREASURER..........................................................................................................Chev. I Bates
GRAND CHANCELLOR...............................................................................Alderman Chev. J Garbutt
GRAND CONSTABLE...........................................................................................................Chev. D Gill
GRAND MARSHAL....................................................................................................... Chev. P Tredgett
GRAND CHAPLAIN....................................................................................................................... vacant
MASTER-AT-ARMS........................................................................................................... Chev. M Hunt
GRAND HERALD...................................................................................................... Chev. Dr. M Walsh
JUSTICIAR....................................................................................................................Chev. S McIlwaine
HISTORIAN & ARCHVIST.............................................................................................. Chev. A Smith
COMMANDER OF THE NORTH..................................................................................Chev. M Fisher
COMMANDER OF THE SOUTH.............................................................Chev. Warren Cruickshank
MAGISTERIUM
Chair – Grand Prior
Members:
Grand Secretary
Grand Seneschal
Grand Treasurer
In the absence of the Grand Prior, the Grand Secretary will take the chair.
Our web-page is as follows: www.knightstemplar-england.org.uk
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