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Knightly News
No 24  December 2018

Knights, Dames and Fellow Templars, Greetings!
Well, what can I say? On most occasions when I sit down to write my annual ‘Message to the 
Troops’ I refer back to previous years to see if there is anything of interest or relevance to which 
I can refer but on this occasion there is absolutely no need to do so, as we have had such a busy 
and interest-packed year that I am sure there is more than enough to fill a page or two in this 
final Newsletter of the year. 

HE Chevalier Gérard Willery, Grand Master of the Order with HE Paul Grant, Grand Prior of England
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First, I would like to offer a very warm welcome to all the new 
members who have joined us this year, including the following: 
Chevalier Mark Bhogun-Scott, Chevalier Bob Blackledge, 
Dame Nancy Close, Chevalier Troy Close, Chevalier Michael 
Fisher, Dame Helen Elizabeth Fisher, Chevalier Richard Palmer, 
Chevalier Dr. Jeremy Pearce, Chevalier Mark Stretton, Dame 
Tina Walford-Stretton, Chevalier Alfredo Warner and Chevalier 
Nicolai Webber. You are all most welcome and we are delighted 
to have you with us as fellow brothers and sisters of the Order. 
I would also like to congratulate the following on their promotions 
within the Order in recognition of their loyalty, dedication and 
hard work:

Squire Nicolai Webber elevated to Chevalier 

Chevalier Martyn Hunt promoted to Knight Officer and appointed as Sergeant-at-Arms

Chevalier Sir Robert Worcester to be Knight Grand Officer with immediate effect. 

So, what have we achieved this year? In June we held investitures for two new members followed 
by a dinner in the fabulous surroundings of Allington Castle, by kind permission of Sir Robert 
Worcester and this was followed in October by another investiture, this time of ten new members 
in the ancient edifice which is Rochester Cathedral, accompanied by the magnificent voices of 
the choir of the church of St. Mary Magdalene in Enfield and once again, dinner at Allington 
Castle. My sincere thanks to all who made these two events possible, with especial thanks to the 
Dean and Chapter of Rochester Cathedral; our Chaplain General, Reverend Chevalier Doctor 
Gordon Giles, the Grand Marshal, Chevalier Paul Tredgett, the Sergeant-at-Arms Chevalier 
Martyn Hunt and all others who gave so much of their time to ensure that all went as smoothly 
as possible. 
We were honoured with the presence of the 
Grand Prior General of France, His Excellency 
the Chevalier Grand Cross Gérard Willery at our 
October investitures, accompanied by his delightful 
wife, Sylvia and a delegation of his officers. Also 
honouring us with her presence was the Grand 
Prior Magistral of Greece, Her Excellency Dame 
Roula Rogan and we hope that they all enjoyed 
their time with us. 
During the course of the evening, we were 
entertained by singing a selection of old folk-
songs and we were in for a most special treat when 
Chevalier John Garbutt, an Alderman of the City of 
London and Her Majesty’s High Sheriff of London 
gave a worthy rendition of that famous old ballad 
“The Wild Rover”, made even more interesting 
when he assumed an Irish accent in which to sing 
it. This was followed by the French delegation being 
‘invited’ to sing Frère Jacques which they did with 
aplomb and to rousing applause. 
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Photographs taken  
during the Rochester  

International Meeting

Left: Rochester Cathedral from 
the north side

Below: Rochester Castle 

Below left: The appropriately 
named Jolly Knight Inn in the 

high street

Above:  
Chevaliers Paul 

Tredgett, Jonathan Cox 
and the Grand Prior 

preparing for the start of 
the service

Left:
Knights processing out 

after the service
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In November, together with our Master of Music, Chev. Dr. Michael Walsh, I attended the 
election of a new Grand Master, our immediate past Grand Master having departed this life six 
months ago. May he rest in peace. The election was held in Paris, the traditional historic seat of 
the Order and carried out under very strict rules of protocol and security, at the conclusion of 
which the new Grand Master was announced as Chevalier Gérard Willery, Grand Prior General 
of France. Our sincere congratulations go to our new Grand Master and we look forward to 
working with him into a whole new era for this Order.   

Our time in Paris was interesting for several reasons. On arrival at Gare du Nord we took a 
Taxi to our Hotel and I noticed a slightly pungent, not particularly unpleasant odour, a bit 
like nutmeg….what could it be? Ah yes….the driver was smoking marijuana. Saturday was 
punctuated by riots and civil disorder as the Yellow Vests fought running battles with the police, 
cars burned, windows were smashed, roads denuded of their cobbles to be used as missiles 
and general mayhem engulfed the city centre. When I mentioned this to our host, Gerard, 
he simply shrugged his shoulders, rolled his eyes and said “Normal” (Pronounced normaaal 
in a strong French accent)  However, on a rather more civilised note, we dined in the French 
National Assembly building and the new Grand Master was installed in the very same gilded 
and mirrored room in which Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte recognised and reinstated our 
Order.

During our stay, we met and befriended a wide variety of other Templars from around the 
world, from Brazil to Macedonia and from the Czech Republic to Scandinavia and we formed 

The wonderful view from the drawbridge at Allington Castle
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an especially close bond with the contingent from Denmark and Sweden, all uniformed serving 
officers of their respective countries armed forces, from which we have advanced notification 
of an International Chapter to be held in Oslo in 2020 to which we are invited, so please start 
saving your pennies now.  

Looking forward, I am already planning events for next year and I am pleased to say that there 
are members already sourcing locations, venues and prices on our behalf. My sincere thanks to 
them. 

I am also planning changes to administration and how we operate, including some of our 
ceremonial. Wait out … more information to be circulated in the New Year. 

SPECIAL THANKS:

Our most recent events took an immense amount of planning and preparation over several 
weeks and months; meetings, telephone calls, visits, recces, long journeys by car or train, doz-
ens and perhaps hundreds of email communications, liaison and costings with caterers and 
hotels, printing of menu cards and place cards, purchase of flags, poles, finials, presentation 
napkins and a whole variety of other matters which are always carried out by a very small 
number of people, usually less than six of us. That said, I have to thank others for their co-op-
eration and assistance on the day who offered their services as transport for those who did not 
have any of their own, and who also most kindly assisted me with transport to and from the 
Castle, the Cathedral and the Hotel, along with armfuls of ceremonial items and regalia, as fol-
lows: Lilibeth Solajes, Richard Palmer, Warren Cruickshank, Tina and Mark Stretton, Michael 
Fisher, Paul Baldassari, Michael Walsh, Paul Tredgett, Martyn Hunt and to any others who I 
may have missed, my apologies and sincere grateful thanks.

In addition, we have for many years wanted, needed, required and desired a Sword Block: That 
is, a large and weighted block into which the Great Processional Sword can be inserted after 
it has been processed and in which it can stand for the duration of the service without falling 
over. It is also beneficial as some churches do not like us to place the sword on the altar and 
having a block dispenses with this requirement, but they are not an off-the-shelf item. 

One of our newest members, Chevalier Michael Fisher (Eddy Waring to his friends) on hear-
ing this, immediately set-to and at his own expense constructed a magnificent sword block 
which he brought with him and presented it to me at Rochester. Unfortunately, the Cathedral 
authorities would not allow us to process the Great Sword and so the block could not be used 
at that time, it was, however, used in the Great Hall of Allington Castle where it took pride of 
place in front of the fireplace and centrally between the French and Greek flags. My very grate-
ful thanks to you, Eddy, and I can assure you that this block will be put to good use for many 
years to come.

My thanks also to Martyn Hunt who most generously provided the embroidered presentation 
napkins which graced the tables, and at great personal cost to himself. My most sincere thanks 
and appreciation to you both. 

Which just leaves me the most pleasant task of wishing you all, each and every one, the 
happiest and most fulfilling Christmas 2018 with your family and friends and a peaceful, 

prosperous and healthy New Year 2019.

Paul



6

Photographs taken during the  
Paris Election for the  

new Grand Master

Above: Chevalier Dr Michael Walsh with the Grand 
Prior of Sweden, H E Chevalier Johan Wahlen  

Right: The Grand Prior with The Grand Prior of 
Greece, HE Dame Roula Rogan

The excellent 
and very 

friendly Swedish 
contingent with 
whom we will 
maintain close 

contact

A solemn 
moment before 
the voting took 

place
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Above left: The 
ceremony of 

installation at the 
Dinner,

Above right: The 
Chinagora Hotel in 

Paris where we stayed; 

Left: The Grand 
master with the  

GP of Spain,  
Right: the GM’s regalia

Below: a group of 
Grand Priors
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Not so much “Back to the Future” –  
more a “Return to the Past”

At the recent events in Rochester and Allington, a particular highlight was the return of The 
Allington Archers, a local archery group who practise and demonstrate the use of the Old 
English Longbow. This stimulated great interest among members and guests attending and 
included a fun-shoot where they were invited to try using the longbows themselves and which 
we were able to turn into a competition for the best Lady and Gentleman ‘archer’   From this, 
Mother and son Alla and Nicolai Webber emerged as the clear winners and were duly presented 
with trophies by the grand Prior. However, to the great surprise of many, one of our own, 
Chevalier Mark Stretton came to the fore with his own mighty Longbow (or should I saw War-
Bow!) 
Mark is the current holder of the world title for pulling the heaviest bow and I am including an 
entry here courtesy of the Guinness Book of World Records:  
Mark Stretton (UK) drew a longbow weighing 90 kg (200 lb) to the maximum draw on an arrow 
of 82.5 cm (32 ½ in) at the shooting grounds of The Bath Archers, Somerset, UK on 15 August 
2004. The bow was made by Bickerstaffe Bows (UK), of yew wood, backed with hickory. The arrow 
was made of aspen (poplar) and fired at a target approximately 5 yards away from the archer.
To those of us not familiar with the Longbow, I have done a little research and can confirm that 
a pull of 70 lbs has been described as ‘brutal’ by accomplished archers in the peak of physical 
fitness. 
Well done Mark, we are proud of you. 
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Why I joined the Knights Templar
Another new Knight speaks …

Like most members I have always had an interest in the history of the Knights Templar 
and wondered what had happened to them. I would spend hours on end digging into 

articles to see what happened and why and watching TV programmes.
Whilst surfing the internet I came across various sites saying they were the ‘real thing’, i.e. de-
scendants of this and that, and that for a spritely sum of money you could become a member. 
Somewhat disheartened, I continued to explore and came across a site which I read more than 
once and it intrigued me. It was a site that left me really interested and I wanted to know more. 
I applied and received an application in a very short time. I replied and waited in anticipation. 
I was sent a letter from The Grand Prior asking for some more details and that I would, if suc-
cessful, be invested in London in October 2014 at All Hallows-by-the-Tower in London. 
I received further communication from the Order with my invitation and I booked accom-
modation in London and waited for the day. A month before I thought I might not make it 
as I was involved in a car accident and wasn’t feeling that great. I persevered and my wife and 
I got the train to London with much excitement building.  We arrived in London on the Sat-
urday morning and found the hotel then walked around for a while and then approached All 
Hallows where just down the road were the Poppies flowing from the Tower of London. On 
arriving we were meet by a member of the Order and then it was off to do my Vigil. My wife 
was taken to meet the other wives.
The hours passed quickly at the Vigil so with four other Postulants we emerged, joined the 
procession and were invested into the order – a proud moment.  The whole thing happened 
far too fast like most things, but was I was so proud. The meal was lovely but I was finding it 
difficult to concentrate and unwell so I asked The Grand Prior if I could leave, which once I 
received my brevet I did. I thanked everyone and left the dinner a proud Templar Knight.
Since that wonderful event I have attended some wonderful investitures all over the country 
from Enfield to Hull to Maidstone.  I have met some wonderful members in this order who 
want to be part of it for all the right reasons.  From day one I have been known as ‘the Pain’ 
to the Grand Prior, always asking if there is something that I can help with, which has always 
been my way. The Grand Prior would often politely comment: “Not at this time but I may soon 
and thank you.”
It has been a privilege to be part of this wonderful Order and long may it continue.
NND  Chevalier Martyn Hunt KOTJ

…and the Greatest of these is Love  
English Choral music by Michael Walsh

The CD of music composed by our own Master of Music has received  
some excellent reviews in the UK and the US.

‘… perhaps I was in the mood for Requiems, but I listened to Walsh’s 
composition three times in a row’ (American Record Review)

‘This is magnificent, almost Angelic music which I play often and most 
especially if I am stressed and need to relax’ (Chev Paul Grant)

CDs can be ordered direct from Michael at betterbook@mac.com  
and payment (£12 including p&p) via paypal.me/amdgwalsh
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There Is Nothing Like A Dame…

As the song goes; but the experience 
of becoming a Dame of the Temple of 
Jerusalem brings a whole new meaning to 
this populist American slang. 
My investiture at Rochester Cathedral was 
a powerful and emotional experience that 
is certainly one of those life-changing and 
memorable moments. Similar to a marriage 
ceremony or receiving a Graduation Certificate. 
Mine has become even more significant as I was 
‘Knighted’ by the Grand Master himself, His 
Excellency Chevalier Gérard Willery, on a rare 
visit to the Grand Priory of England in October 2018, with a small entourage. 
Being cloaked by the Grand Prior of England, with an imperceptible twinkle in his eyes; as he tied the 
mantle around my neck this moment added a third dimension to the ceremony and in a way, ‘tied’ me 
into the Order as I joined the body of cloaked Knights who were in attendance. 
Friendships Made

The Friday evening gathering of Knights and Postulants was made easy by the warm welcome we all 
received from the existing Knights, making us feel a part of the group in the space of a Gin and Tonic! 
I ended up conversing in schoolgirl French to a couple of the Ladies who had travelled from France 
with the (now) Grand Master. I was amazed to discover that I understood 90% of what they said, 
even though my responses were in labored, Grammar-School vocabulary and pronunciation. They 
appeared to understand me at any rate and I complimented both ladies on the chic manner they had 
of tying a silk scarf to decorate their outfit. This was further enhanced after the Investiture, when the 
French Ladies presented me with a French Knights Templar scarf, which I will treasure and wear with 
some pride … 
After the Investiture, the Champagne Reception in the Cathedral and the sumptuous Dinner at Al-
lington Castle; we all returned to our Hotel and joined the group of Knights and Dames in the Bar, for 
some excellent conversation over a few drinks. It felt as though we were joining up with old friends 
and much laughter followed the stories and deep discussions until one by one everyone retired for the 
night; after email addresses and phone numbers were swapped for future communications. 
What Can I Expect and Look Forward To? 
I am looking forward to the next weekend event where I will be a full member of the ‘Brotherhood’ 
and hope to get to know more of the Knights and Dames and listen to their stories. I also look for-
ward to learning some new and exciting skills following the Archery instruction at the Summer event. 
Personally, I would love to learn how to use a sword, some useful self-defence skills, how to handle 
and use a gun, and perhaps some survival techniques so that we can be a useful addition to our own 
communities as well as developing our knowledge and skills as part of the Order. 
Whatever instruction the next event brings; I know it will also feel like meeting up with friends to 
enjoy a welcome break from the humdrum of life, full of positive energy, good food and wonderful 
people! 
NND

Dame Tina Walford-Stretton DTJ 

Dames Nancy Close,Tina Walford-Stretton  
& Helen Elizabeth Fisher
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Competition
 
Here are six photographs of current members but taken several years ago (many several years 
ago!) Can you identify who they are? There is a bottle of Champagne for the winner.
RULES: No-one who is depicted, or any associated family of those depicted may enter.

1 2 3

4

5

6Your suggestions :

1  .......................................

2 ........................................

3 ........................................

4 ........................................

5 ........................................

6 ........................................
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In Memoriam
Finally, on a much more sombre note,  

our friend Chevalier Brian Ansen,  
Grand Prior of Wales, unexpectedly  

passed away a few months ago.  
May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

RIP Brian.

Chevaliers Martyn Hunt, Chou Peng with the Chaplain 
General outside the entrance to Allington Castle 

Chevalier Martyn Hunt signing the  
Aymeric Magna Carta


